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Vacation Bible School……………………………………...July 30-Aug 2
VBS Thursday Celebration………………………………...August 2
Okoboji Bible Conference………………………………….August 4-12
Built for Others Golf Outing………………………………..August 15
First Day of School………………………………………….August 27
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Sunday School Kickoff……………………………………..September 16
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AUTOMATIC GIVING
Forms are available in the office for anyone
wishing to begin automatic giving. Please
see John Calsbeek for more details.
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From Your

Pastor
Whiplash
You probably know this, and a few of you have experienced it, but whiplash is a condition caused by rapid change of direction of the head and
neck. The technical name of this event is called "Cervical acceleration–
deceleration,” but most us just call it “whiplash.” Basically the momentum of your head moving quickly causes an injury as the neck muscles
try to stabilize and control a rapid redirection. Being hit from behind in a
car is perhaps the most common incident, but it also happens in falls,
sports, and even, occasionally, aggressive head shaking.
While whiplash is technically a physical condition, we can often have a
similar experience in other areas of life. A pastor friend of mine jokes
about “liturgical whiplash” which is the experience that a church service
just took an unexpected 180 degree turn. I have also thought often that
one of the interesting things about the job of pastoring is how quickly
you have to transition between, in some instances, literal life and death
situations and then meetings about paint color or dinner menus.
I suspect the same thing happens to everyone. You spend a few moments with loved ones doing something that matters and will hopefully
create lasting memories, and then the wash machine breaks and you
have to order parts. You go to church to worship the living God of
heaven and earth, and then on the way home you argue with the kids
about what’s for lunch. My theory is that most of us can handle either
the profound or the mundane pretty well on their own, but stick them
close together and it feels like whiplash.
As we begin to wind down the summer, we will definitely have some
whiplash going on around here. Whether it be recharge or VBS or regular meetings or our sound booth project, there will be a lot happening
and things will get busy. It is a fun and sometimes exhausting season
for a church and we are blessed to have so much going on. I hope you
will also be blessed by some of it, and have a chance to participate. Some of it will be profound, and some of it will be mundane, but
hopefully all of it will matter as we do ministry together.
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As we prepare for the fall whiplash, it’s good to be reminded that God
is God of both the big and small. It is much easier to find God in the
profound moments that you know matter, but it’s good to remember
that God is just as present in the mundane details and routines that
make up so much of our lives. God is often in the details, and we
often miss Him while watching for the miracle.
Thanks for all the big and small ways you participate at FPC. We
appreciate it and couldn’t be the church without you. Keep an eye out
for our Fall schedule and the many opportunities to be more involved.
We hope you will be blessed by what happens here and we are
blessed to have you.
Clint

FPC Welcomes Tom
Ditsworth to the Staff!
We are glad to announce that Tom
Ditsworth has come on
board as our Building
Manager. First Pres.
has a long history of
taking care of the buildings and grounds of the
congregation and we
are grateful that Tom
will be continuing this tradition. Tom brings a wealth of experience and knowledge and is already well known in the
church family. Tom will be overseeing Building usage,
Maintenance, Sound Booth, and other various duties and we
are grateful to have him join the FPC staff. Let Tom know if
you have Building related questions or concerns, or simply
welcome him and thank him for serving.
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)
It was a moving conclusion to this year’s mission trip. Students and
adult leaders gathered in small groups scattered across a small chapel
encouraging each other by sharing examples of moments on the previous four days when they saw others share the love of Christ with others. Some were simple observations, “I saw Christ in you when you
worked hard outside all afternoon without complaining.” Others were far
more personal, “I saw Christ in you when you went out of your way to
love another student on the trip.” Like a symphony of encouragements,
the room was permeated by a hushed holiness as students opened
their hearts to one another.
In the midst of that amazing moment, it struck me that far too often we
allow our identities as followers of Jesus Christ to be defined by our
failures, self-doubts, and small thinking. Nearly thirty students spent the
better part of five days away from their families, friends, and summer
jobs serving others and forging new relationships. They left behind the
comfortable for the unknown and they exchanged their routines for new
possibilities. Yet the temptation for them, the temptation for all of us, is
to let the old stories of our failures, addictions, and broken relationships
define our present reality.
The encouragement that I offered them, I also offer to you. Remember
the good works that God has done through you. Remember that he has
given you the strength to face every challenge yesterday and today.
The good deeds that you have done are a far better reflection of who
you are than the old stories of sinful worthlessness that you have carried with you. You are a beloved child of God, created in his image for
the purpose of sharing your life with a community of faith in the love of
Christ. Here at First Presbyterian Church you will find a church family
that is passionate about following Jesus Christ, about giving ourselves
for others, and being reminded that we are called to spur one another
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“toward love and good deeds.”

And so let me encourage you to be mindful of what stories you allow to
define you. Dig deeper into this congregation in worship, service, and
fellowship. Surround yourself with others who encourage you to give of
yourself to others. And slowly, often far slower than we like, you will find
your story retold within the overwhelming grace and love of Jesus
Christ. It is time to leave behind the self-doubts and fears that we have
allowed to define us. Instead, it is time to allow our identities to be firmly
rooted in the community and service that we offer others.
Friends the day is indeed coming, live your life with love and good
deeds, to the glory of God the Father.
Michael
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August 24th—Back to School Retreat (9th-12th Grades)
The High School Back to School Retreat will be an overnight adventure filled
with fun and games, just prior to the return to school. More information will
be forthcoming, so stay tuned for RSVP information, exact times and pricing!
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Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team: The next PWCT meeting will be held
on Thursday, August 2nd at 4:30pm.
Receive the Weekly Sermon in Your Email: We are excited that you can now
subscribe to receive our newest sermons conveniently in your inbox. If you
would like to receive the weekly sermon, you can subscribe on our homepage
at fpcspiritlake.org.
Ladies....of all ages: Coffee break time every Thursday morning, 8:30 AM is
back at Lakes Regional Healthcare Coffee Shop. No agenda, just get together
with friends and a little chit chat. Questions: Call Lori Vicker at 515-249-6684.
Monday Morning Sewers Needed:
 Sewers are needed to put quilt tops together
 People are needed to help tie them.
This group meets from 9:00 - 10:30am each Monday morning. These quilts are
mission projects and sent all over the world. No experience necessary and

TRAINING INCLUDED!

Box Tops and Labels for Education: A new list of labels accepted for box tops and
labels for education has been posted on the window of the church office. This list
shows all the new products that labels can be clipped from.
Message from the Deacons: The Deacons ask for your help in order that we might
continue to help with special needs in our congregation and in the community. If you know
of any needs, please give them to the attention of Doug Stueven or any Deacon. Please use
the “Deacon Envelopes” located in the pew racks to make contributions each Communion
Sunday for the work of the Deacons. We are the hands and feet of Jesus and may He find us
faithful in His service. “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise:
give thanks to Him and praise His name.”
- Psalm 100:4
Newsletter Available Online: If you would like to receive your newsletter online please let
us know by sending an email to: office@fpcspiritlake.org. Also, you can access the
newsletter anytime on our website at www.fpcspiritlake.org/newsletter
Worship Service Broadcast Schedule: The radio broadcast of the Worship Service is
each Sunday morning from 9:00-10:00a.m. on KUOO (103.9FM). OR you can go to our Web
Site under Media and receive the KUOO Live Stream under Sunday Audio Stream. It is also
televised the following Tuesday at 9:00am and Saturday at 7:00am on Channel
22 if you have a black box. With a new or digital TV it is channel 80-25. We invite
you to sponsor a radio or television broadcast for $50 each; this can be in honor of, or
memory of a loved one. Please contact the church office if you are interested at 336-1649.
Join in Prayer: Join in prayer for the Church each Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. in the
Chapel. We will be in prayer for the pastor, for the music, for every part of the Service, and
for the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst as we worship. God hears and answers
prayer.
Prayers of Healing: Elders are available for prayer. If you have a need for physical or
spiritual healing, the opportunity will be available every communion Sunday in the chapel
following the worship service for Prayers for Healing and Laying on of Hands. Please call
Owen Primavera (332-2537) for more information or if you would be interested in another
time for a healing service.
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by: Pat Heiser, Librarian
Summer in the lakes area often brings a faster pace with company arriving,
tourist traffic and events to attend. I hope you can take some time off to pick
up a good book. Here’s what’s new in the church library.
Presbyterian Women is honoring the memory of two women with new books
in the library. “Faith”, a journey for all, by Jimmy Carter is given in memory of
Audrey Wiersma. President Carter writes about exploring the broader
meaning of faith. He describes the ways his own faith has guided and
sustained him and challenged him to seek a closer relationship with people
and with God. “The Lacemaker” by Laura Frantz is given in memory of
Darleen Narey. Laura dedicates the book to her fifth great-grandmother, a
recognized Virginia Patriot who supplied the Continental Army during the
American Revolution. In 1775, Elizabeth, the daughter of the British lieutenant
governor of the Virginia colony, gets caught in the fervor of the revolution and
renames herself “Liberty”. Read to see what part she plays in our country’s
fight for independence.
If you missed the movie, “I Can Only Imagine”, this is your chance to see it at
home. This movie tells the story that inspired the song of the same name
about heaven. At its heart, it is a father/son story about forgiveness.
A recent donation is the Tom Brokaw book, “A Lucky Life Interrupted”. He
describes what takes place after his diagnosis with multiple myeloma, a
treatable, but incurable blood cancer. His friends always referred to his “lucky
star”, but as he writes in this memoir, “Turns out that star has a dimmer
switch.”
I’ll be looking for you in the library.

In September our church will deliver meals to community shut-ins. Delivering
Meals-On-Wheels takes about 30-45 minutes. You may sign up for any
amount of days. Maybe you prefer one day a week, for instance every Monday, or every day for a week or different days during the month.
Substitutes are available so don’t let the fact that you are going to be gone
one time stop you from signing up. You pick up the meals at the hospital kitchen at 11:00am. This usually is done with a partner to make the job fun and
faster. Meals are delivered every day of the week except Sunday.
Delivering Meals-On-Wheels to our community shut-ins is a rewarding experience and you will be glad you took part in it.
A calendar has been placed on an easel in the Narthex for you to sign up. If
you have any questions, please contact Milt Nolting at 336-4336.
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August Anniversaries
1
3
4
5
6
8

9
10
8
9

13
14

17
18
19
20

Jacob and Ruth DeJong
Michael and Rachelle Gewecke
Chris and Ashley Dreeszen
John and Cindy Knabe
Harley and Cindy Broek
Don and Joan McCulloch
Jack and Margie Burrell
Milt and Ruth Nolting
Phil and Pam DenHerder
Wayne and Kathleen Johnson
Dan and Lori Vicker
Daryl and Elaine Doorenbos
Larry and Sharee DenHerder
Matt and Dana Kauffman
Walt and Barb Mendenhall
Lee and Eulyn Riemersma
Stan and Rhea Sybesma
Mike and Leola Malone
Owen and Beth Primavera

21
22
26
27
28
29

30
31

Norlan and Rose Top
Mark & Joy Eldridge
Larry and Mary Ann Jansen
Nathan and Sarah Dirks
Warren and Barb Jager
John and Connie Rohlk
Mike and Sandi Stellinga-Moses
Rick and Lisa Kraus
Brent and Sandy Kasson
Ken and Dorene Westergard
Joe and Ida Estes
Stan and Barb Altena
Ray and Marilyn Miller
Keith and Sharma Brockmeyer
Paul and Dee Fibelstad
Jack and Sherryl Jones
Kirk and Becki Huisenga
Jim and Kathy Nygaard
Lee and Marjorie Struthers

August Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Donna Harms
John Rohlk
Phil DenHerder
Luke Donnenwerth
Seattle Sweeney
Linda Bolluyt
Katie Eckard
Cheryl Eichelberger
Bev Harmelink
Ron Jenkins
Laurie Steinkuehler
Kathleen Johnson
Sandy Krout
Joan Baird-Sik
Judy Erickson
Blake Tillotson
Bob Peterson
Matt Kauffman
Chris Pratt
Bailey Swart
Sherri Reinking
Jeremy Bolluyt
Caitlin Eckerman
Stan Sybesma

16

17
18
20
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
30

31
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Dave Dau
Brad Stecker
Mark Stover
Delbert Wiersma
Kathy Nygaard
Katie Luinstra
Mark Eldridge
Mary Cornell
Dorothy Ingvall
Trenten Murray
Karri Anderson
Jan Bowles
Blaine Strampe
Carol Ayres Stueven
Marjorie Schneidawind
Diane Tucker
Olivia Lopez
Emma Loveall
Bill Cochran-Bray
Barb Johnson
Amy Sill
Jody Jenness
Melissa Krieger
Mason Stover

Upper Des Moines Opportunity, Inc. (UDMO) is taking donations and applications for the annual Back to School Program in Dickinson County.
On Sunday evening, August 12, 2018 the local Bomgaars will open the
doors to income eligible Dickinson County children in grades K through 12.
Our goal, as always, is that each child who qualifies will be able to select
$100.00 in new school clothes as well as some necessary school supplies.
The Back to School program is important to us because it allows children in
need to enter the school year with pride and confidence. We are hopeful
that this positivity will enhance the child’s success and emotional wellbeing throughout the school year and promote social acceptance. Each
child, no mater who he or she is, deserves the opportunity of positive selfesteem when going back to school.
Please know that any donation amount is helpful. Please help us make a
difference in the lives of children in need in Dickinson county.
Please feel free to contact Upper Des Moines Opportunity at 712-336-1112
if you have any questions regarding donating or the application process. As
always, we appreciate the generosity of those in Dickinson County.

2nd Service Ushers/Greeters Needed
We are in need of Ushers/Greeters for our 2nd Service. Responsibilities include distributing bulletins and greeting worshippers at the center sanctuary
doors as well as taking a head count of worshippers (including praise and worship team and those in the nursery.) A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex.
Sign up for one week or whatever works with your schedule.
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Okoboji Bereaved Parents Support Group
“Offering help in dealing with the loss of a Child” Okoboji Bereaved Parents Support
Group meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at Good News Community
Church in Okoboji, IA. For more information call 332-5698.
Support Groups at Kindred Hospice
Our Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, for family caregivers of those living with Alzheimer’s, meets the first Thursday of each month from 2-3pm. Support group meetings are a family caregiver’s opportunity to learn more about
Alzheimer’s disease and caregiving from peers who have had similar experiences or have the same questions and concerns. Support groups are free and
open to the public. All groups meet at Kindred Hospice, 1370 Lake St.,
Spirit Lake
For more information on this group, please call volunteer facilitators; Robin
Lock or Amy Majerus at 712-336-2941.
Community Table
An open invitation to all to attend the Community Table three times a month
from 5:30-7pm. On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in Arnolds Park at the Okoboji
Bible Conference Center, 45 S Hwy 71, and on the 3rd Thursday at the Bedell
Family YMCA, 1900 41st St. NO COST TO YOU! Sponsored by the Dickinson
County Ministerial Association in partnership with the Bedell Family YMCA and
Upper Des Moines Opportunity.
TOPS Club, Inc. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
TOPS...Take Off Pounds Sensibly a non-profit organization meets on Fridays
at the Spirit Lake United Methodist Church (1 block east of court house, use
south entrance on 19th St.) Weigh in and meeting is at 10am. We’re the support you’re looking for. For more information call Betty Sangel at 712-3204458.
Glimmer of Light
The Glimmer of Light program is designed to provide grieving moms of infants (whether from miscarriage, stillbirth birth defects, SIDS, or other illnesses)
a support system. This support system will consist of monthly meetings where
moms of all ages, who have lost a baby at some point in their lives, can come
together to help one another by listening and by also sharing stories of hope.
The meeting times are the third Monday of the month at 7pm at First Presbyterian Church, Spirit Lake.
GriefShare
GriefShare is a support group that meets weekly. The program is nondenominational and features biblical concepts for healing from your grief. They meet
on Monday evenings, 7-9pm at Okoboji Lakes Bible Conference Community
Center., 45 S Hwy 71, Arnolds Park, IA. This session begins again June 9th.
Registration is $15 and includes a workbook. For more information, call Jo
Winkowitsch, 712-330-7091.
Northwest Iowa Support Group
For those dealing with anxiety, depression and mental illness please join us
every Monday at 7pm at New Journey Church in Milford. Come feel accepted
and supported by others. All ages welcome.
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Parents Connect
Whether you are parenting together, single or expecting your first child… all
are welcome. Parents Connect meets once a month September-May on the
first Thursday of the month from 5:30-7:30pm at Good News Community
Church, 1010 Julia Avenue, Okoboji, IA. For more info call 712-338-3333 or
www.cherishcenter.org.
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The Women’s Bible Study held on
Wednesday evenings at 6pm will continue
through the summer. The Bible Study will be
held in the upstairs loft at Rabab’s Coffee Shop
on Tuesday mornings at 9am. They will be
studying the gospel of John and continues to
be led by Rachelle Gewecke.
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SAVE THE DATE!!!
Mark your calendars for our annual mission
trip to The Banquet in Sioux Falls, scheduled
for Saturday, October 20th. Details and signup will be available next month. You can
always call the church office with questions,

Aug 13—Bill Carpenter
Sept 10—Glenn Henriksen

6-6:30pm—Grilled Hot Dogs
and Brats
6:30-8:30pm—Music
1411 Hill Ave., Spirit Lake

Free Will Donation
Don’t forget your
lawn chair!
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Here is a list of locations
and
dates
where
First
Presbyterian Church will be
holding Worship Services.
Hawkeye Care Center at
2:00pm, and WELCOV at
2:45pm. The services last
about 20 minutes and we
would like church members to
attend and participate. The
residents love the attention and Pastor Clint loves our participation.
Communion Sundays would be especially good for one or more of
us to help out. If interested, please contact the church office at 336
-1649.
August 12—
12—Accura
September 9—
9—Welcov

Coupons for Soldiers
If you receive coupons in your newspapers and
don’t use them, we’ll take them. We are forwarding them on to a man in a care center in
Aurelia who clips them and sends them to the
troops overseas. They can even use outdated
ones up to 2 months old. The troops thank you.

Items Needed at
Forest Ridge
The young women at Forest Ridge are so
thankful for all that has been donated to
them. But, their supply seems to be always running low on the following items:
Yarn, hotel shampoo, conditioner, bar
soap and lotion. Another need that has
been brought to our attention is socks:
Women’s size medium & large. Please
leave your items in the box labeled Forest Ridge in the library.
The first Saturday of each month from 7:30-11:00pm the Northwest Iowa
Area Singles invite singles, couples, widows and married people to Northwest Iowa Area Singles dance. For more information call Gary Hansen, 712
18
-330-1023

First Presbyterian Church
participates in the Spirit
Lake Backpack Program.
This program provides
food for kids whose families need assistance. If you are willing
to donate food, these are the items we are accepting:
Easy Mac—microwave mac & cheese
Cans of Spaghetti and meatballs/spaghetti o’s/ Ravioli—bite size
Chewy Granola Bars—peanut butter or chocolate chip
Quaker microwavable quick oats—with flavoring
Juice boxes—any flavor
Pudding cups
Individual bottles of juice
Fruit Snacks
Peanut butter crackers package
Pretzels
Jars of Peanut butter
Gold fish,100 calorie treat pkg
Crackers and cheese package
Jars of jelly
Jif peanut butter to go containers
Individual cereal boxes
Cans of chicken noodle soup
Hormel Complete dinners
Individual packages of cheez it’s
Mini Muffins/Poptarts
19
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