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SPECIAL DATES
High School Hockey Outing…………...………………………………………….December 8
Hanging of the Greens……………………………………………………………...December 12
PW Christmas Luncheon…………… ……………………………………………..December 13
ILCC Handbell Concert……………………………………………………………...December 13
Youth Christmas Program………………………………………………………….December 16
Progressive Nativity…………………………………………………………………..December 16
Recharge Christmas Caroling…………………………………………………….December 19

HS Christmas Party……………………………………………………………………December 19
Christmas Joy Offering Dedication…………………………………………….December 23
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services…………………………………………….December 24
Merry Christmas……(Office closed)…………………………………………….December 25
No Sunday School or Confirmation…………………………………………….December 23 & 30
No Recharge……………………………………………………………………………...Dec 26 , Jan 2 & 9

RECHARGE MEALS
Potatoes and Ham…………………………………….....December 5
Chicken and Biscuits………………………………….. ..December 12
Pizza / Lasagna Party……………………………………December 19
No Recharge (Christmas Break)……………………….December 26

AUTOMATIC GIVING
Forms are available in the office for anyone wishing to begin
automatic giving. Please see Amy Sill for more details.
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From Your

Pastor
Giving Thanks and Giving Food

I want to thank everyone who helped us worship and pack meals and
have lunch on November 11. It was a great morning and it went even
better than we hoped. Overall, we had almost 200 people pack over
24,000 meals, which are likely headed to Africa in the near future. Not
only that but we had more than enough people show up to set up the
Fellowship Hall, supervise the packing tables, serve lunch, and clean up
when we were done. Once again, I am amazed by this congregation’s
ability and willingness to get things done. And to top it all off, we
needed to raise $3000 to match the mission committee’s donation and
the total came in at $3008.

Thank you to everyone who came to help be a part of it and helped in
some way. Special thanks to Michael who did most of the detail work,
Tom and Vonda who helped set-up and clean, and Judy Jensen and her
committee who got lunch ready and served our meal. Everyone I
spoke with enjoyed the morning and liked connecting worship with
service in a real and visible way. I won’t be surprised if we try this
again in the future.
By the time you get this, the 11th is well behind us and even Thanksgiving is probably a fading memory as we move into December and everything that it brings. However, it is worth remembering that one of the
goals of Christian life is to connect what we do with what we profess. Yes, we give thanks, but what else do we do because we are
grateful? Yes, we worship, but what actions result because we do? It
is amazing that thousands of people will be able to eat because of
what we did one single Sunday morning, but let us make that only a
start. Each of us can find ways to live out our gratitude and praise in
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ways that make a difference for someone. Each of us can share the
good news of Jesus with the world in some small way.
As we begin to turn our eyes toward Christmas, this is the great gift we
celebrate. God has invited us to be a part of his work. God has graciously invited us to participate in what he wants to accomplish in the
world. God has given us wonderful opportunities to joyfully share his
blessings with others, just as he has shared them with us.
Thanks for all the ways you live out the Gospel in this place, and for
being a part of FPC. I am grateful for the ways God has blessed this
place and the ways in which we are seeking to bless others. It is good
to be spiritually fed by what happens in this congregation, but it is
great to feed others because of it.
Thanks and blessings,
Clint

Advent Sermon Series
The Music and Message
of Christmas
This year we will be letting
some favorite songs of
Christmas guide our advent
journey. Each week, we will use a song that highlights a particular part of the Christmas story and tie it to the part of the
Bible that inspired the music. Hopefully, not only will it mean
you get to hear and sing your favorite Christmas Hymn, we
also get to learn something from the scene it describes. Hope
you can join us as we begin our path toward the manger.
Dec. 2nd – Waiting for a King – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Dec. 9th – Looking for Christmas – “We Three Kings”
Dec. 16th – A Christmas you didn’t expect – “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Dec 23rd – Everyone’s Invited – “Angels we have Heard on High”
Dec 24th – What happens when Christmas arrives? – “Silent Night”
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.”
John 1:1-5

Our stories of Christmas often begin with a small cast of characters;
angels, shepherds, wise men, and all the like. Whenever we tell the
story from start to finish, we tend to start in Nazareth and then reach
our grand finale in the little town of Bethlehem. Though most of us
know this story by heart, I suspect that very few of us think of the
other Advent story in the New Testament. The Gospel of John chooses
to tell the story of our Savior's coming very differently from its Gospel
partners as it starts in the very earliest beginning. Instead of starting
Jesus’ story in a humble manger, John begins with the awe inspiring
creation of all things.
The unfortunate danger of rehearsing the “traditional” Christmas story
every year is our inevitable temptation to become numb to the story's
cosmic power. Indeed, Christmas, the coming of God's one and only
Son, means far more than just wise men and angelic songs. John's
Gospel tells the story with a unique voice and an incontrovertible
power. John reminds us that the infant boy swaddled in Mary's arms
had already held the entire universe in his own hands. The one who
was born in weakness, already possessed the greatest power of all.
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This other telling of the Christmas story is a beautiful source of hope
and comfort in a season marked by frantic schedules and many emotions. In a holiday season where we can become overwhelmed by the
grief of loved ones lost, jealousy for things not yet purchased, or anxiety for work not yet done, it is very good to be reminded of the majestic
awe inspiring power contained in the Christmas story. God's story of
Christmas love is more than just a collection of memorable characters
or warm feelings, it is a cosmic, world changing event where God
demonstrates the boundless extent he will go to truly be “with us.”

In truth, God, the creator of the Earth and all that is in it, humbled himself enough to join us and therefore to know suffering, grief, hunger,
hopelessness, and fear. So whatever darkness might impress upon you
this Christmas, cling to the one who created all things and yet still took
on the flesh so that we might be saved. In truth, there is no place
where God's greatness and goodness are on better display than in the
nativities that we miniaturize and display on our mantles.

I suspect that if we were to truly grasp the world changing significance
and the full truth of the Christmas story, it would have the power to
revolutionize everything about this season. May each and every one of
our Christmases be deeply impacted by this scriptural truth. May we
see God’s eternal power writ large over our lives and might we allow
that power to orient us to the God who created and yet also became
one with creation so that we might be saved.
Merry Christmas,

Michael

Wednesday
7:15pm- High School Youth Group
Thursday
11:53am- ACT II Bible Study in the Conference
Room at the Spirit Lake High School
Sunday
10:15am- Sunday School with Liz Steiner
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High School Hockey Outing
All High School students are invited to join us for a trip to Sioux City on December 8th to watch the Sioux City Musketeers take on the Sioux Falls Stampede. We will be leaving First Presbyterian Church at 2:00pm leaving plenty of
time to browse the Sioux City mall and eat your choice of dinner in the food
court. We will go to the game at 7:05pm and return immediately following.
The cost for transportation and the game is $10, supper and any shopping at
the mall is your own expense. RSVPs must be submitted to Pastor Michael to
attend the trip by Wednesday Dec. 5th. We hope you will join us for this exciting winter fellowship event!
Christmas Caroling
The congregation will be sharing Christmas carols with shut ins and community members on December 19th starting at 6:00pm. All students and families
are invited to join us for our pizza dinner starting at 5:30pm and join us as we
share Christmas favorites with others!
High School Christmas Party
This year’s High School Christmas Party will be held on December 19th
starting at 7:00pm. Join us for the annual gingerbread house competition, a
white elephant exchange ($10 maximum), Christmas music, Christmas goodies, and Christmas related games. It will be a night full of fun and fellowship,
we look forward to seeing you there!
Christmas Program
The Christmas program featuring students from PreK-8th grade will be held
during the second worship service (at 11:15am) on December 16th. The
Christmas celebration will be held throughout the entire service of worship
and will feature the full Adult Chancel Choir, student led music and much
more. We sincerely hope that you and your family will join us for this Christmas celebration!
Act II
All High School students are encouraged to join Pastor Michael for a bible
study and small group at 11:53am every Thursday in the Conference Room at
the Spirit Lake High School. You are invited! Come ready to dig into the scriptures with us as we seek to grow in our faith and become more faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
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Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team: The next PWCT meeting will be held
on Thursday, December 6 at 4:30pm.
Receive the Weekly Sermon in Your Email: We are excited that you can
now subscribe to receive our newest sermons conveniently in your inbox. If
you would like to receive the weekly sermon, you can subscribe on our
homepage at fpcspiritlake.org.
Ladies....of all ages: Coffee break time every Thursday morning, 8:30 AM is
back at Lakes Regional Healthcare Coffee Shop. No agenda, just get together
with friends and a little chit chat. Questions: Call Lori Vicker at 515-249-6684.
Monday Morning Sewers Needed: Sew ers are needed to put quilt tops
together
 People are needed to help tie them.
This group meets from 9:00 - 10:30am each Monday morning. These quilts
are mission projects and sent all over the world. No experience necessary and

TRAINING INCLUDED!

Box Tops and Labels for Education: A new list of labels accepted for box
tops and labels for education has been posted on the window of the church
office. This list shows all the new products that labels can be clipped from.
Message from the Deacons: The Deacons ask for your help in order that we
might continue to help with special needs in our congregation and in the community. If
you know of any needs, please give them to the attention of Doug Stueven or any
Deacon. Please use the “Deacon Envelopes” located in the pew racks to make
contributions each Communion Sunday for the work of the Deacons. We are the hands
and feet of Jesus and may He find us faithful in His service. “Enter His gates with

thanksgiving and His courts with praise: give thanks to Him and praise His
name.”
- Psalm 100:4

Newsletter Available Online: If you would like to receive your newsletter online
please let us know by sending an email to: office@fpcspiritlake.org. Also, you can access
the newsletter anytime on our website at www.fpcspiritlake.org/newsletter
Worship Service Broadcast Schedule: The radio broadcast of the Worship
Service is each Sunday morning from 9:00-10:00a.m. on KUOO (103.9FM). OR you can go
to our Web Site under Media and receive the KUOO Live Stream under Sunday Audio
Stream. It is also televised the following Tuesday at 9:00am and Saturday at 7:00am on
Channel 22 if you have a black box. With a new or digital TV it is channel 80-25.
We invite you to sponsor a radio or television broadcast for $50 each; this can be in honor
of, or memory of a loved one. Please contact the church office if you are interested at 336
-1649.
Join in Prayer: Join in prayer for the Church each Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. in the
Chapel. We will be in prayer for the pastor, for the music, for every part of the Service, and
for the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst as we worship. God hears and answers
prayer.
Prayers of Healing: Elders are available for prayer. If you have a need for
physical or spiritual healing, the opportunity will be available every communion Sunday in
the chapel following the worship service for Prayers for Healing and Laying on of Hands.
Please call Owen Primavera (332-2537) for more information or if you would be interested
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in another time for a healing service.

Please join us on
Wednesday, December
12th at 4pm, for our
Annual
Hanging of the Greens.
Children’s Christmas

Program
Our Children's Christmas program
will be held on December 16th
during the 2nd Service at 11:15am.
Everyone is invited to attend!
We invite you to be a part
of our church family for
either our 4pm or 6pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services.

Ushers and Greeters
needed for both
Christmas Eve Services!
This year Christmas Eve
falls on Monday, Dec 24th.
We will continue our tradition of having two services
on Christmas Eve at 4 and 6 pm. We need Greeters (2) and
Ushers (4) for each of these services. If you are willing to
help out at either of these services, please let Bob Peterson
(332-6374) or Cheri (office) know, or a sign up sheet is located in the narthex.

9

Sunday School ~ Adult Education
The Book of Genesis
by Pastor Clint
A look at where it all began. Join us
as we begin working our way through
the first, and perhaps most significant,
book In the Old Testament. We will
journey together through Genesis exploring what it says about God,
nature, people, and our world and we will examine the key players
in the earliest history of people interacting with God. Bring your Bible and your questions as we discover what Scripture does and
doesn’t teach about our origins and our existence.

Recharge is a multi-generational gathering of families, youth, and
adults. All church members and guests are invited to participate in the
weekly evening of rejuvenation, including a family style meal, educational programming, and fellowship. A schedule of activities and semester pricing are both listed below. We look forward to seeing you
and your family!

Adult Ed Classes
Women’s Bible Study—Rachelle Gewecke
With All Your Heart—Ray Miller
Major Religions—Pastor Clint
Recharge Family Meal Pricing
One Meal Per Person…………….$3

Family of 3………...$70

Individual Adult for Semester…….$30

Family of 4………..$90

Family of 2……………………….$50

Family of 5+……..$100

Notice: Our 2nd Semester Dues Are
Due January 16th….
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The Church Staff and Worship Leaders wish you
and your family a Merry Christmas and
a blessed New Year!
Clint Loveall
Cheri Grau
Tom Ditsworth
Barb Johnson

Michael Gewecke
Amy Sill
Vonda Buchman
Carol Ayres Stueven

Barbara Mendenhall

Rachelle Gewecke

Arla Stover

Charlene Radcliffe

Eulyn Riemersma

Phyllis Attema

Advent Poinsettias
This year we will be supporting the Cherish
Center as our Mission Project. If you are willing to share a poinsettia with us and donate
to the Cherish Center, the cost is $15. For a
poinsettia only $11.75. Please contact Cheri in
the office at 336-1649. Please let her know if
this poinsettia is in memory of, or honoring someone.
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Decembe
Sunday

2

3

8:50 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:15 am

Reformed Worship Service
Coffee and fellowship
Confirmation
Sunday School
Adult Ed
Reforming Worship Service
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High School Hockey Outing

8:50 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:15 am

Reformed Worship Service
Coffee and fellowship
Confirmation
Sunday School
Adult Ed
Reforming Worship Service

16
8:50 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:15 am
5:00 pm

Reformed Worship Service
Coffee and fellowship
Confirmation
Sunday School
Adult Ed
Reforming Worship Service
Progressive Nativity

PW Sewing

10
9:00 am
6:30 pm

9:00 am
5:15 pm

Reformed Worship Service
Coffee and fellowship
No Confirmation
No Sunday School
No Adult Ed
Reforming Worship Service

Women's Bible Study 4:45 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm

1:30 pm

12
Women's Bible Study 4:00 pm
4:45 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm

18
PW Sewing
Stewardship
Committee Meeting

1:30 pm
7:00 pm

19
Women's Bible Study 4:45 pm
Session Meeting
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm

9:00 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

25
PW Sewing
1:30 pm
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Service

31
Reformed Worship Service
Coffee and fellowship
No Confirmation
No Sunday School
No Adult Ed
Reforming Worship Service

1:30 pm

W

5

11
PW Sewing
Deacons Meeting

24

30
8:50 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:15 am

9:00 am

Tuesday

4

17

23
8:50 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:15 am

Monday

9:00 am

PW Sewing

12

Office Closed
No Women's Bible
Study

26
4:45 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm

er 2018

Wednesday

Thursday

6
Weekly Prayer
Recharge
Bell Choir Practice
HS Youth Group
Choir Practice

8:30 am
9:00 am
11:53 am
4:30 pm

7
Ladies Coffee Break
Men's Bible Study
ACT II at SL HS Office
PW Coordinating Team
Mtg

13
Hanging of the Greens 8:30 am
Weekly Prayer
9:00 am
Recharge
11:53 am
Bell Choir Practice
12:30 pm
HS Youth Group
7:30 pm
Choir Practice

Saturday

1
8
2:00 pm

14

15

21

22

28

29

Ladies Coffee Break
Men's Bible Study
ACT II at SL HS Office
PW Christmas Luncheon
ILCC Handbell Concert

20
Weekly Prayer
Recharge Dinner
Caroling
Bell Choir Practice
HS Youth Group
Christmas Party
Choir Practice

Friday

8:30 am Ladies Coffee Break
9:00 am Men's Bible Study
11:53 am ACT II at SL HS Office

27
No Weekly Prayer
8:30 am Ladies Coffee Break
No Recharge
9:00 am No Men's Bible Study
No Bell Choir Practice 11:53 am No ACT II
No HS Youth Group
No Choir Practice
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High School Hockey
Outing

Okoboji Bereaved Parents Support Group
“Offering help in dealing with the loss of a Child” Okoboji Bereaved Parents Support
Group meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at Good News Community
Church in Okoboji, IA. For more information call 332-5698.
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Our Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, for family caregivers of those living with Alzheimer’s, meets the first Thursday of each month from 2-3pm. Support group meetings are a family caregiver’s opportunity to learn more about
Alzheimer’s disease and caregiving from peers who have had similar experiences or have the same questions and concerns. Support groups are free and
open to the public. This group meets at Kindred Hospice, 1370 Lake St., Spirit
Lake
For more information on this group, please call volunteer facilitators; Robin
Lock or Amy Majerus at 712-336-2941.
Community Table
An open invitation to all to attend the Community Table three times a month
from 5:30-7pm. On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in Arnolds Park at the Okoboji
Bible Conference Center, 45 S Hwy 71, and on the 3rd Thursday at the Bedell
Family YMCA, 1900 41st St. NO COST TO YOU! Sponsored by the Dickinson
County Ministerial Association in partnership with the Bedell Family YMCA and
Upper Des Moines Opportunity.
TOPS Club, Inc. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
TOPS...Take Off Pounds Sensibly a non-profit organization meets on Fridays
at the Spirit Lake United Methodist Church (1 block east of court house, use
south entrance on 19th St.) Weigh in and meeting is from 10-11am. We’re the
support you’re looking for. For more information call Betty Sangel at 712-3204458.
Glimmer of Light
The Glimmer of Light program is designed to provide grieving moms of infants (whether from miscarriage, stillbirth birth defects, SIDS, or other illnesses)
a support system. This support system will consist of monthly meetings where
moms of all ages, who have lost a baby at some point in their lives, can come
together to help one another by listening and by also sharing stories of hope.
The meeting times are the third Monday of the month at 7pm at First Presbyterian Church, Spirit Lake.
GriefShare
GriefShare is a support group that meets weekly. The program is nondenominational and features biblical concepts for healing from your grief. They meet
on Monday evenings, 6:30-8:30pm at Okoboji Lakes Bible Conference Community Center., 45 S Hwy 71, Arnolds Park, IA. This session meets from September 24 thru December 17. Registration is $15 and includes a workbook. For
more information, call Jo Winkowitsch, 712-330-7091.
Northwest Iowa Support Group
For those dealing with anxiety, depression and mental illness please join us
every Monday at 7pm at New Journey Church in Milford. Come feel accepted
and supported by others. All ages welcome.
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Parents Connect
Whether you are parenting together, single or expecting your first child… all
are welcome. Parents Connect meets once a month September-May on the
first Thursday of the month from 5:30-7:30pm at Good News Community
Church, 1010 Julia Avenue, Okoboji, IA. For more info call 712-338-3333 or
www.cherishcenter.org.

Ladies of the Church
Mark your calendar for our Annual Christmas Luncheon
scheduled for Thursday, December 13th at 12:30pm please invite all your friends. Also, we are in need of bakers of Christmas cookies, candy and luncheon workers. If you are interested in helping, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex.
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December Anniversaries
22 Eldon and Nancy Haas
Josh and Anne Roberts
23 Darin and Erin Radcliffe
28 Carlton and Lois Mitchell
Purl and Jan Partello
29 Art and Phyllis Attema
30 Gary and Pauly Eaton

1
5
18
19

Jim and Jennifer Watts
Jerry and Judy Erickson
Dave and Max Bartels
Brandon and Laurie
Steinkuehler
20 Clint and Amy Profit
21 Tony and Linda Weber

December Birthdays
1
3
4
5

6
7

8
12

13
14
15

Grace Radcliffe
Emma Dau
Larry DenHerder
Chris Sill
Ida Estes
Abby Stucker
Peg VanBeek
Amy Benge
Zoe Drost
Doug Kies
Rory Marra
Cole Summers
Carolyn Butterworth
Damon Radcliffe
Jack Burrell
Nancy Dau
Lindsay VanderWolde
Serena Lynch
Dillon Vanderwilt
Brett Kraus
Darren Anderson
Mikayla Brockmeyer
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15

17
18
19
20

24
25
26
28
29
30

Sharma Brockmeyer
Colleen Frederick
Miranda Gebhart
Becki Huisenga
Dana Kauffman
Jerry Erickson
Cindy Broek
Emma Jenness
JoAnn Asa
Jane Loveall
Steve Lindeberg
Vonda Buchman
Mickey Arneson
Gene Ringsdorf
Gary Rouse
Reeann Marra
Wayne Glasnapp
Marlene Noll
Lisa Kraus
Ben Drost
Al Maser

Advent Readers Needed
We are looking for readers and candle lighters for our Advent services. If
you and your family would like to participate in the advent wreath during one
of the services in December, please let us know. We will be using readers at
both services, so you can select a date and time that works best for
you. (Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 at either 8:50am or 11:15am and Dec. 24 at 4pm or
6pm). Please let us know if you have an interest in doing this so we can manage the schedule. Thank you.

The deadline for the 2018 year-end giving to the church is Monday,
December 31st. Any gifts and pledges received or postmarked after
that time will be credited to your 2019 statements.

2nd Service Ushers/Greeters Needed
We are in need of Ushers/Greeters for our
2nd Service. Responsibilities include distributing bulletins and greeting
worshippers at the center sanctuary doors as well as taking a head
count of worshippers (including praise and worship team and those in
the nursery). A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex. Sign up for one
week or whatever works with your schedule.

17

Progressive Nativity
You and your family are invited to experience the story of the Nativity
in a new way. Start by driving to Calvary Methodist Church in Arnolds
Park and then make your way through 3 other churches including FPC
and experience scenes from the story of Advent. The Nativity will include inter-active story-telling and songs from local congregations.
Please join us for the Progressive Nativity December 16th, 5-6:30pm.

There are hardly words to adequately
thank the congregation for your unbelievable generosity at our annual pie auction.
Your steadfast support of our youth was
yet again on full display and we raised an
astonishing $7,500 in pie and silent auction
sales. Thank you for investing in the faith
and lives of the next generation through
your prayers, financial gifts, and examples
of Christian discipleship!
Pastor Michael

SAVE THE DATE
No Apologies
Wednesday, January 30
7th-12th Grade
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Operation Christmas Child
Thanks you...
The final count of shoe box gifts contributed
to Operation Christmas Child from our
Church this year was 108! WOW; what an awe-

some response to this mission work at FPC!
 Thank YOU! Special “Thank You’s” go out to Eulyn
Riemersma for knitting the caps and dolls, to Rosemary
Stellinga, Donna Rieck, Pat Heiser & Kathy Krueger for sewing the knitted dolls.
Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse has partnered with local
churches around the world to deliver 157 million Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts to children in need in 160 countries. Each one—packed full of fun toys, school supplies, and
hygiene items by a family or individual—is sent with prayer that
the child who receives it will experience God’s love through
their simple gifts.

“It Changed My Life”
One Christmas, an 8-year-old girl named Felisha on the island of Trinidad
received a shoebox gift packed with a doll, stationery, colorful socks, and a
teddy bear.
“I didn’t know anything about Jesus because I had never been to church before, so I was really curious,” Felicia said.
As a result of her shoebox gift, she began attending church in a neighboring
village with a friend. When her sister received a shoebox gift a following year,
her father said, “I was amazed at the love I saw in those boxes.”
Since then, each member of their family has accepted Christ as their personal
Savior. Together, they worked to plant a church in their hometown—aptly
named Hardbargain.
Felisha knows that her shoebox was more than a collection of toys and useful
items: “It made me learn about God, it helped start this church, and it changed
my life.”
Felisha is among countless children whose lives have been changed forever
through the power of God’s love, demonstrated
through simple gifts.
Sincerely,
Franklin Graham
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by: Pat Heiser, Librarian
The Presbyterian Women have donated a book to the church library in
memory of Martha Woodard. “Legacy of Mercy” by Lynn Austin continues
Anna’s story (“Waves of Mercy) in Chicago in 1897, as she searches for the
truth about her birth mother. Her grandmother, Geesje, while helping Dutch
immigrants adjust to life in America in Holland, Michigan, continues to be a
support to Anna.

Mitch Albom’s new novel, “The Next Person You Meet in Heaven” is also
new to the library this month. It is a sequel to “The Five People You Meet in
Heaven”. As he continues with Annie’s story, the author reminds us “that all
endings are beginnings—we only need to open our eyes to experience
them.” A book by Kim Vogel Sawyer has been donated to the library.
“Room for Hope” is described as “an illustration of the way bitterness can
blossom into grace…and unexpected redemption.”
Be sure to look at the library’s selection of Christmas books for young
children. Plan to take some home to enjoy as advent begins and leads us to
Jesus’ birthday.

I’ll be looking for you in the library.

Attention Sewers:
The children’s and lap quilts are now in the fellowship
hall and ready for completion. Please take them home
and complete one or as many as you like. These quilts
have been given in the past to CAASA, Dickinson County
Public Health for the “New Moms” program, Lakes Regional Healthcare for the new babies, Gentiva Hospice and
Hilltop Care Center. Your help with this project provides
warmth to many members of our community and beyond.

FPC is Collecting Freezer Meals
We try to keep freezer meals on hand for families in need, but
our collection is getting low. So we are asking for your help in
restocking the freezer. Thank you for your continued support in
this ministry.
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In February our church will deliver meals to
community shut-ins. Delivering Meals-OnWheels takes about 30-45 minutes.
You may sign up for any amount of
days. Maybe you prefer one day a week, for
instance every Monday, or every day for a
week or different days during the month.
Substitutes are available so don’t let the fact that you are going
to be gone one time stop you from signing up. You pick up the
meals at the hospital kitchen at 11:00am. This usually is done
with a partner to make the job fun and faster. Meals are delivered
every day of the week except Sunday.
Delivering Meals-On-Wheels to our community shut-ins is a
rewarding experience and you will be glad you took part in it.
A calendar will be placed on an easel in the Narthex in January
for you to sign up on, please include your cell phone number. If
you have any questions please contact Milt Nolting at 336-4336.

First Presbyterian
Church participates in
the Spirit Lake Backpack Program. This program provides food
for kids whose families need assistance. If you are willing to donate food, these are the items we are accepting:

Easy Mac—microwave mac & cheese
Cans of Spaghetti and meatballs/spaghetti o’s/ Ravioli—bite size
Chewy Granola Bars—peanut butter or chocolate chip
Quaker microwavable quick oats—with flavoring
Juice boxes—any flavor
Pudding cups
Individual bottles of juice
Fruit Snacks
Peanut butter crackers package
Pretzels
Jars of Peanut butter
Gold fish,100 calorie treat pkg
Crackers and cheese package
Jars of jelly
Jif peanut butter to go containers
Individual cereal boxes
Cans of chicken noodle soup
Hormel Complete dinners
Individual packages of cheez it’s
Mini Muffins/Poptarts
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Here is a list of locations
and
dates
where
First
Presbyterian Church will be
holding Worship Services:
Accura at 2:00pm, and
WELCOV at 2:45pm. The
services
last
about 20
minutes and we would like
church members to attend
and participate. The residents
love the attention and Pastor Clint loves our participation.
Communion Sundays would be especially good for one or more of
us to help out. If interested, please contact the church office at
336-1649.
December 9—Accura
January 13—Accura

12/1—6:00 PM - Elizabethan Madrigal Feaste
at the VFW in Estherville
12/4—Coffee House, 6:30pm Student Center
12/13—Handbell Concert, 7pm First Presbyterian Church

Coupons for Soldiers
If you receive coupons in your newspapers
and don’t use them, we’ll take them. We are
forwarding them on to a man in a care center
in Aurelia who clips them and sends them to
the troops overseas. They can even use outdated ones up to 2 months old. The troops thank

The first Saturday of each month from 7:30-11:00pm the Northwest Iowa
Area Singles invite singles, couples, widows and married people to Northwest Iowa Area Singles dance. For more information call Gary Hansen,
712-330-1023
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Items Needed at
Forest Ridge
The young women at Forest Ridge are so
thankful for all that has been donated to
them. But, their supply seems to be always running low on the following items:
Yarn, hotel shampoo, conditioner, bar
soap and lotion. Another need that has
been brought to our attention is socks:
Women’s size medium & large. Please
leave your items in the box labeled Forest Ridge in the library.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First Presbyterian Church
3501 Hill Avenue
Spirit Lake, IA 51360
712-336-1649
712-336-2495 (FAX)
office@fpcspiritlake.org
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